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II'T-D announces special
meeting with HRD ministry

VARUN BIDHUR!

NEW DELHI: A day after
Indian Institute of Tech-
nology (IIT) Delhi rejected
the entrance exam for-
mat announced by human
resource development min-
ister Kapil Sibal on 28 May, it
announced a special meeting
of the IIT Council on 27 June
with the ministry to address
the concerns of students,
sources in the IIT. Apparently,
they want the ball to be in the
ministry’s court and that they
would react according to the
situation.

‘We are very clear about
our stance and as far as prepa-
rations for Wednesday’s meet-
ing is concerned we can only
comment on that once we
would know what the min-
istry wants to say, said the
source, '

When contacted IIT-D,
Deputy Director Ishtiaque
said, Tm not aware of any-
thing’ But he added IIT-D
is not happy with the 2013

changes. He also added that
the faculty federation insists
that implementing the new
system would put a lot of pres-
sure on students already in the
midst of preparing for the IIT-
JEE next year!

He also added that new
format would increase the
stress of students as students
aspiring to join institutes
other than the ITTs need not
sit for two test as proposed.
“The ITTs advance test should
be subjective type, just for the
candidates aspiring to join
the IITs. This advance test
would be held on a day dif-
ferent from the main test
and would be administered
to only shortlisted candidates
from the main test (50,000 to
70,000) by the ITTs,

but HRD wants to include
all the short listed students in
that advance test and wants
objective type test, which is
unpractical, said Ishtiaque.
This is impossible because
how one can check five to six
lakh copies, said Ishtiaque.
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Govt may dilute
common test
plan to take
IITs on board

By PrasiaNT NANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

NEW DELH)

day after the Indian Insti-

tute of Technclogy (IIT)-
Delhi rejected the common en-
trance test proposed by the cen-
tral government, the human re-
source development (HRD)
ministry expressed its willing-
ness to accommodate the elite
engineering schools by diluting
the plan to some extent.

Three HRD ministry officials
said the confrontation—with
two IITs rejecting the common
entrance test for all engineering
schools in the country—had led
to ‘“uncertainty among stu-
dents” and action had to be tak-
en quickly to resolve the issue.
None of them wanted to be
identified.

After the IIT-Delhi resolution
on Thursday evening, the minis-
try called back a joint secretary
on tour to take stock of the situa-
tion and declared that it will
hold a fresh round of negotia-
tions with the IIT Council, the
umbrella body of all the IITs.

“The uncertainty faced by the
student community consequent
to the resclutions of the senates
of IIT-Kanpur and IIT-Delhi re-

TURN TO PAGE 3M
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common test plan

» FROM PAGE 1

quires to be-addressed. Conse-
quently, a special meeting of the
IIT Council is being convened on
27 June,” the ministry said in a
statement,

“We believe that IITs have tak-
en their brand value too serious-
ly and think it’s too precious (to
be diluted). They are not willing
to change,” one of the ministry
officials said, but added, “We un-
derstand that and are willing to
accommodate them. Whatever
has happened aver the last two-
three weeks is unfortunate, but
you cannot punish IITs.”

On 28 May, HRD minister Ka-
pil Sibal announced the one-na-
tion, one-test formula for all the
engineering colleges across In-
dia after a meeting with the
councils of IITs, the National In-
stitutes of Technology and the
Indian Institutes of Information
Technology. Sibal is the chair-
man of all the councils.

The minister believes the
move will reduce stress for stu-
dents having to write multiple
exams, lend weight to the Class
XII board exam and reduce the
influence of coaching centres
that prepare students for the en-
trance tests.

It was then decided that appli-
cants will be selected on the ba-
sis of three tests—the Class XII
board exam, the JEE (joint en-
trance examination of II'Ts) main

‘test and the JEE advanced exam.

All the centrally funded technical
Institutes except IITs were to give
weight to these three sets of ex-
aminations in the proportion of
40:30:30. For IITs, the Class XII
board and the JEE main were to

work as screening tests.

A.K. Mittal, secretary of the All
India IIT Faculty Federation,
sald [ITs want to fully manage
the JEE Advance (test) and only
the top 50,000 students should
appear for this, not all the 1.5
million students who are expec-
ted to take the test. Mirtal doesn'’t
want the Class XII marks to be
given any weight apart from be-
ing a qualifying cut-off.

“We don’t want the JEE Ad-
vance to happen on the same
day with IIT-JEE. The pattern
and day should be at the discre-
tion of IITs and we are very clear
that board marks should not
have any role while making the
ranking directly or indirectly. It
should be like the present system
where a certain per cent is re-
quired for applying to IITs,” said
Mittal,

When asked about this stand

of IITs, the second ministry offi-
cial cited above said, “We are
ready for such a change. We are
ready to give IITs the entire re-
sponsibility of JEE Advance and
other issues can be discussed on
the table.”
” The official said IITs have a
special status and dismissed
speculation about funds being
cut to the dissenting IiTs as a
pressure tactic, “I can categori-
cally say that it has not crossed
our mind,"” he said. “It's not in
the option list.”

The government provides
nearly 150 crore to each of the
IITs as planned allocation and
around double the amount as
non-planned allocation every
year. Besides, many govern-
ment-sponsered research and
consultancy projects go to 1I7Ts,

The third government official
with knowledge of the develop-
ment said both the ministry and
IITs were equally responsible for
the confusion. While IITs regard-
ed themselves as sacrosanct, the
government was facing a trust
deficit. “So, even good steps are
being frowned upon and the
people are not ready to trust the
larger goal advocated by the
ministry,” he said.

NIT-Delhi’s rejection of the
move on Thursday followed a
similar decision by IT-Kanpur
on 8 June, The joint admission
board of IITs is to meet on Satur-
day for discussions before the
ministry meeting next week.

Sanjay Purohit, an alumnus of
IIT-Bombay and chief executive
of education content creation
firm iProf Learning Solutions
Pvt. Lid, said, “My views are in-
clined towards one-nation, one-
test. Having seen the US exami-
nation system, where all 12th
graders appear for one exam ir-
respective of their stream, [ be-
lieve it is a much more efficient
and less stressful system for stu-
dents. The initial period after the
new exam will be of turbulence
and poepulation composition will
change in the entry classes. Over
time, we would see a complete
education system  overhaul
adapting to this approach and
much more efficiency coming
into play.”

He, however, clarified that
“the comrmon test should be a
two-step  process—shortlisting
(objective) and then selection
(subjective), If it is & one-step se-
lection, it should be objective to
mitigate human errors and ma-
nipulation.”
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Govt fears lITs batting for couching centres

Kapil Sibal has convened emergency meeting with central institutes after [ITD rejected CET

TANIA AMEER KHAN

NEW DELHI: With the war
between the human resource
development minister Kapil
Sibal and the the Indian
Institute of Technology
(IIT) intensifying deeply, the
ministry has called a special
meeting next week to discuss
the controversial issue of the
new Common Entrance
Test (CET) proposed by the
government,

On Thursday, IIT, Kan-
pur, was joined by IIT, Delhi,
in taking on Sibal against
the CET. They have decided
to hold their own separate
examination for undergrad-

ment, the ministry issued
a statement on Friday that
called a special meeting of
the II'T Council on 27 June
to discuss the impasse. In a
press release, Sibal said, “The
uncertainty faced by the
student comrmunity, conse-
quent to the resolutions of

4
%H-

spec1al meeting of the T
Council is being convened
on 27.6.2012;

An IIT, Delhi, Senate
official said the institute will
conduct the exam in associa-
tion with IIT, Kanpur, which
too is against the new format.

However, IIT, Madras, is

STATUS OF THE:lITs VIS-A-VIS CET
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uate engineering courses
from next year,
Reacting to this develop-

the Senates of II'T Kanpur
and IIT Delhi, requires to be
addressed. Consequently, a

keen to go with Sibal’s pro-
posal. Its director Professor
Bhaskar Ramamurthi told

HT, Lucknow

TESTING TIME FOR SINGLE EXAM

UNDECIDED

=K
= “ROORKEE:
BOMBAY". -~

faculty of the IITs have a
direct say. The sources said
that the IIT faculty fear that if
Class XII marks are counted
for admission to IITs, the
importance of coaching cen-

. tres will diminish,

However, Ramamurthi
said, ‘Coaching centres are
noet our concern. We just

¥ want a good exam and good

Millennium Post: ‘Various
senates gave their view, and
we have supported the pro-
posal of the HRD ministry,
as its close to our viewpoint.

The sources in the minis-
try have said that the reason
behind these two IITs vehe-
mently opposing the CET is
that the new proposal will
hit at the Rs 10 to 15 crore
coaching industry, in which

students to come out from it/

While sources in the Con-
gress say that they believe
the government is compe-
tent enough to handle the
situation and will ultimately
resolve this issue.

Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh had earlier met
members of the All India IFT
Faculty Federation to find a

v
solution to the impasse,

IIT-KANPUR & DELHI
Against Sibal's plan, have decided to
hold their own exam

lIT-KHARAGPUR & BOMBAY
Likely to follow Kanpur and Delhi

IIT-GUWAHATI & ROORKEE
Fence-sitters, waiting for Kharagpur
and Bombay to decide

IIT-MADRAS
Only centre to support Sibal’s
one-test formula

THE DISPUTE

lIT faculty is against
the HRD ministry’s
commaon engineer-
Ing entrance exam
formula based

on a two-tier test
and giving weigh-

tage to board

scores. They want
the existing exam
pattern to continue

in 2013
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Atlong last, the HRD ministry has begun serious
give-and-take with the IITs *

FTER IIT Kanpur, IIT

Delhi hasrejected the HRD

ministty’s new version of
the Joint Entrance Examination,
calling it “academically unsound
and procedurally untenable”, the
HRD ministry has reopened negoti-
ations with the ITTs — Kapil Sibal
has called a special IIT Council
meeting on June 27. That’s wel-
come, but if only a genuine process
of consultation with stakeholders
had been in place before the
changes were rolled out, much of
this heartburn could have been
avoided. It makes sense to have a
single test for all engineering ex-
ams. Itis also true that IIT aspirants
tended to secede from the school
experience to cram for the JEE.
Also, despite its meritocratic self-
image, getting into an IIT has
come to depend on coaching insti-
tutes, and those who can’t afford
this dedicated IIT-JEE training are
at adisadvantage.

However, the HRD ministry has-
n’t solved the problem. It has only
complicated it with the new com-
mon entrance examination, which
will require students to prepare

equally for the Class XII board
exam, JEE Main and Advanced.
The plan has been riddied with con-
ceptual flaws right from the start —
first, the HRD ministry pushed fora
common fest to provide a SAT-like
standard. However, the SAT aims to
separate academic ability from
family background or quality of
schooling — why should school
scores be bundled into the final as-
sessment for engineering schools?
After some give and take with the
IITs, the ministry has conceded that
Class XII marks would only be used
as afilter for them, and not be a part
of the overall assessment. It clearly
needs much more dialogue with the
IIT faculty and administration —
listening, not talking — before it
rolls out these drastic changes.

Coaching institutes are not the
problem, but the symptom of the
spottiness of the school system. If
the HRD ministry genuinely wants
to produce a single, fair test for all
engineering aspirants, it must en-
sure minimal uniform standards in
schools, and make sure that they
can prepare students for the exact-
ing standards of the JEE.
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IIT, JEE brass meet on
joint entrance test today

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New DElhi: A series of meetings starting
Saturday could break the impassebetween
the government and the IITs over the im-

plementatjon of the common entrancetest

(CET) from the next academic session. IIT
directors and JEE chairmen will meet on
Saturday under the aegis of the Joint Ad-
mission Board (JAB), while a special meet-
ing of the IIT Council has been convened
by the HRD ministry for June 27.

The JAB will discuss the modalities of

‘implementing the government’s May 28

decision that has caused resentment
prompting Delhi and Kanpur to announce
that they will be conducting their own
tests. There are indications that IIT Bom-
bay and IIT Kharagpur may follow their
Delhiand Kanpur counterparts.

The IIT Council had announced that
candidates for IITs and other central insti-
tutes like NITs and UITs will have to take
there-worked CET from 2013 which will al-
sotakeclass XITresults into consideration.

AT Delhi students back institute

day after lIT Delhi joined ranks with

IIT Kanpurto conduct its own entrance
test; an overwhelming number of students
from IIT Delhi supported the move. Anonline
survey conducted of over 900 students by
two students bodies said that 93% students
were opposed to the new JEE format. The
survey was done by the Co-curricularand
Academic Interaction Council and Student
Affairs Council from HT Delhi, T~

Themeeting assumes significanceasit-
will precede the special meeting of IIT
Council, the highest decision-making
body headed by HRD Minister Kapil Sibal
and including directors of all the 16 IITs, .
called on June 27. A statement by the min-
istry said the special meeting has been
convened after the developments on
Thursday in IIT Delhi, where the Senate
adopted a resolution rejecting the pro-
posed test and deciding to conduct its own
entranceexam.
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Entrance test row: IIT
directors to meet today

NEW DELHI, 22 JUNE: Against
the backdrop of a controversy
over the government's proposal
for single entrance tests, IIT
Drrectors will meet here today
which will be followed by their
mecting with HRD Minister Kapil
Sibal next week to address the
issue

The HT Joint Admission
Board, comprising IIT Directors,
will discuss the implications of
the government's 28 May
announcement under which
aspiring candidates for 11T and
other central institutes like NITS
and IHTs will have to st from
2013 under a new format of
common entrance test which
mill als0 take plustwo board
results’into considerdtion’

The Board is also expected to
deliberate upon the .simmering
discontent among the faculty of
the IITs over the government's

move, sources said. The meeting

assumes significance as it will -

precede the special meeting of
the IT Council, the highest deci-
sion-making body hcaded by
HRD Minister Kapil Sibal and

including Directors of all the 16

1175, called on 27 June to delib-
erate on the controversy.

There are indications that the
T directors could also deliber-
ate upon a compromise formula,
which is reported to have been

sent by the Ministry to them to.

end the ongoing logjam, at the
Joint Admission Board (JAB)
meet today.

Meanwhile, The Ceniral
Board of Secondary Education

has revised the result of All India

Pre-Medical/ Pre-Dental Entrance
Final Examination, 2012 as per
the new scheme for online coun-
selling approved by the Supreme
Court. pti
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IIT directors meet
today on test row

AGE CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs
*NEW DELH, JUNE 22

In the wake of both IIT
Delhi and IIT Kanpur
rejecting the government’s
single-entrance test propos-
al, IIT. directors will meet
in 'the capital on Saturday
“which will be followed by
their meeting with HRD
minister Kapil Sibal at a
specially convened meeting
of the IIT Council on June
27.

On Friday, the Union
HRD ministry stated, “The
uncertainty faced by the
student community, conse-
quent to the resolutions of
the senates of IIT Kanpur
and IIT Delhi, requires to
be addressed.
Consequently, a special
meeting of the IIT Council

1s being convened on June
27.7 .

Meanwhile, the IIT Joint
Admission Board, compris-
ing IIT directors, will dis-
cuss the implications of the
government’s May 28
announcement under
which aspiring candidates
for IITs and other Central
institutes like NITs and
ITIITs will have to sit from
2013 under a new format of
common entrance test
which will also take plus-

“two board results into con-

sideration.

The board is also expected
to deliberate upon the sim-
mering discontent among
the faculty of the IITs over
the government’s move,

The meeting assumes sig-
nificance as it will precede
the special meeting of the
IIT Council.

Page 8 of 26



P&B Daily, ND 23/06/2012

T d1rect0rs to meet today

PBD BUREAU/PTI
NEW DELH!, |UNE 22

AGAINST the backdrop
of a controversy over the
government's proposal
for single entrance test,
IIT Directors 'will meet
here tomorrow which
will be followed by their
meeting '~ with  HRD
Minister Kapil Sibal next
week to address the issue.

The T Joint
Admission Board, com-
~ prising IIT Directors, will

discuss the implications.

‘of the government’s May
28 announcement under
which aspiring candi-
dates for IITs and other
central institutes like
NITs.and IlITs will have

to sit from 2013 under a

new format of common
entrance test which will
also take plus-two board
Yesults into considera-
tion.

«The Board -is also
expected to deliberate
_upon the simmering dis-
content among the facul-
.ty of the 1ITs over the
government's move,
sources said.

P-6

Exam row

The meeting has been
called in the wake of IIT
Delhi and Kanpur reject-
ing the government pro-
posal and deciding to
have separate exam.
There'are indications that
IIT Bombay and IIT
Kharagpur may follow

their Delhi and Kanpur’

counterparts.

The meeting assumes
significance as it will pre-
cede the special meeting

, of IIT Council, the highest

decision-making body
headed by HRD Minister
Kapil Sibal and including
Directors of all the 16
IITs, called on June 27 to
deliberate on the contro-
versy.

The IIT Council will’

discuss the situation cre-
ated by the divisions

Page 9 of 26

among the elite educa-
tional institutions by the
government proposal and .
the future course of !
action to end uncertainty
among the student com-
munity, sources said.
There are indications
that the IIT directors
could also deliberate |
upon a compromise for- ;
mula, which is reported !
to have been sent by the Y
Ministry to them to end j
the ongoing Togjam, at the , )

Joint Admission Board

(JAB) meet tomorrow. i

The JAB has been con- |
ducting the IIT entrance%
test for 50 years. :

The 1ITs are opposing -
the proposed test con-
tending that it will
increase stress of students
instead of decreasing,.
They feel students aspir-
ing to join institutes other
than the IITs need not sit
for two test -- main and !
advance - as proposed by .
the HRD Ministry.

They have also insist- :
ed that board examina- :
tion results should not .
be taken into considera-
tion while preparing the
merit list.

4



Kirtika Suneja
New Delhi, June22

HE cloud of uncer-
T tainty over admis-
slonstotheeliteIndi-
anInstitutes of Technology
has thickened. In the back-
drop of two leading ITTs -
Kanpur and Dethi — oppos-
ing the common entrance
exam proposed by the gov-
ernmentand two more seen
Jjoining their ranks, the II'T
joint admission board
(JAB) meets in the capital
on Saturday to discuss the
way forward. The develop-
ment is crucial because itis
the JABwhich conducts the
IIT jointentrance exams.
The meeting also gains
significance because
sourcessaid IITBombayand
Kharagpur too may shortly
joinKanpurand Delhi.

On Thursday, IIT-Delhi
rejected the single entrance
test proposal, deciding to
conduct its own entrance
exam fromnext year, follow-
ing in the footsteps of HT-
Kanpur.

Thecrisis brewing in the
governmentover thematter
can also be gauged by the
factthatameetingof theIIT
council, the apex govern-
ment-nominated body whi-
ch has decided on holding
common entrance tests, is
alsoscheduled on June27.

“The uncertainty faced
by the student community,
consequent to the resolu-
tions of the senates of IIT
Kanpur and IIT Delhi, re-
quires tobe addressed. Con-
sequently, a specialmeeting
of the IIT council is being
convened 6n June 27,” the
human resource ministry

Financial Express ND 23/06/2012 P-1

[T admission board meets today amid exam angst

said inastatement.

TheIIT council isheaded
by the HRD minister and in-
cludes directors of the sev-
enoldIITs. Thedirectorsal-
so head the senate bodies of
their respective institu-
tions. The senates, as per IIT
Act of 1961, are the highest
decision-making bodies on
all academic matters of the
IITs. The council only holds
anadvisoryrole.

The HRD ministry,
however takes a different
view, pointing to an ordi-
nance which states that the
council is supreme in mat-
ters like holding,entrance
examinations.

The senate's role, on the
other hand, comes only in
matters relating to courses
and examinations within
1ITs -~ which means, exami-
nations after the students

MERIT TEST

% M loint Admiss]

® Lastweek IT K;

methedically unsound”

Board meeting o
L speclal meetmg ofthe IIT Councll ol

have entered the institutes
throughtheentranceexams.

Sources said that 130
deemed universitieshaving
engineering colleges cur-
rently not under the com-
mon entrance exam plan
may also be brought in. In
that case, there could be op-
position from these univer-
sitiesalso.

“Any such move would be
detrimental to our autono-

entrance test calling the CET “academically and

&ﬁ one test” principle

® HRD ministry keen to ntroduce CETin 2013
wants deemed universities to follow “one natlon,

my and we will oppose it.
‘The government must con-
sider the issues of the pri-
vate sector and deemed uni-
versities before taking any
drastic policy decision like
in the case of management
programmes last year and
the common entrance test
for technical institutes this
year,” said HChaturvedi, al-
ternate president, Educa-
tion Promotion Society for
India (EPSI), anassociation
of technical and manage-
ment institutes.

Deemed universities like
VIT Vellore, BITS Pilani,
Thapar University and Ma-
nipal University conduct
their own engineering en-
trance exams. Whether the
entrance exam for the
deemed universities would
be different from the CET
for IITs will be clear early

Page 10 of 26

nextweek when HRD minis-
ter Kapil Sibal meets them.
“We have rejected the IIT
council's proposal and will
conduct an entrance exam
similartotheonein2012be-
cause we are worried about
the students. No drastic
changes willbe doneand we
arejoining hands with like-
minded IITs. It is not the
1ITs' concern to follow polit-
ical mandates,” IIT Faculty
Federation president San-
jeevSanghitold FE.

According to senate

-members, the council can

only advise the IITs and the
senate has the right not to
jointhe exam.

“ThelITs willnot cater to
political whims and fancies
of introducing the CET
from 2013 as general elec-
tions are set to be held in
2014,” Sanghi added.



Page 11 of 26

Rashtriya Sahara ND 23-Jun-12

mq&mﬁ&ngﬁwaﬁsﬂéﬁ
- PR B dod A

Hﬁﬁc‘vﬂ(@tﬁ)lﬁﬁﬂﬁn%ﬁﬂﬁa{fﬁm ‘ﬂﬂlﬁﬁglmaﬁﬂ?ﬁ'ﬂ ‘Iﬁ%aﬁ,‘
e A e 3 I O T T TG 3 e W e o) o s | e sk T A
X 3 SR F v A der gy g B A oTeTE) Sy el A 76 A % HIH W
a@aﬁﬁ%ﬁéﬁaﬁmﬁmaﬁmﬁrﬁ:m aafaﬂa@ﬂaﬁtmmﬁfﬁamﬁ fag s

A 3T T Wi TR foremrg =t T sE TR @ lsmﬁrﬂu
e freet 5 T ) dow A, P27 A aﬁsﬂqaﬂﬁmm? .
aﬁwaﬁaﬁlsaﬁamam%l W“ﬁ“ﬂﬁ TER A 2013

[SIE IR ER]
A Mg e A wn AT AN, e ordfem A 7 28 T R
aftzsqs‘ﬁmrﬁr FAHAR gEFomeRaelt s F o4, FEd fwa o
,ﬁaﬁmlmmﬁaﬁaﬁaﬁ%ﬁ watea o & TS, e, SRR
ﬁw%n ' ' S o S Ul A Sfgen S
éaTdd feeeh ol AR 3R WER F . wHA | Ty &, Ao g JAR w0 A on H
mﬁ@ﬁaaﬁﬁqaﬁaﬂtﬁ%ﬁquﬂm 12e0i & e aRtons oT of femm R s
N % et & T Ay 4o IO B 21 I8 wielifen, TS A 70 Y W ) W Tan
mmmm%mmma@m 1 g+ g o A f5 7R oEt @)
uftez 5 fadw o Bl T done e el W seA WY ag addit 38 o e e d
i et & A Ael i R Frr s Al R Ren e dar i wm 12d F wdsit )
Tt witee 31 36l wf 16 oTemd ¥ Ry Frem sl SR (o




Jansatta ND 23/06/2012
p-1

ISITEET % Frwrent
F A3H 3T

¥ feeell, 22 S () | et
F g Qe W F ol F o
TRl TaYT 98T RT3 TER
F wa @ ¥ g e ¥ WETR
SIS & PRt 9t Ao wftER =
BT | 36F 91T WHT GarA e e
iR g & A" 3 TR IFF
4z 2, ORF T X W B B W

SHER e G fgen =g
UIFPR i 28 73 ! AN] FEA
F A % == W) TR oS
frivs o wew 31 gt A 9amn £
WER % 39 FgH 9 SRS & dom
Tewdt # 8= gU v R o A g
== Py oA = suiw B amdandd
oot R FAR eI a@ O s w

Page 12 of 26

&
g

U UF o ==

AR F yEE TR o Ry
R T T A when I ¥ dug
I

|nem, ot B G 9 @ T 39
TR W T FA BT A L@ S

TR 3 2013 ¥ Q0 waw dan
AT B3 Tt 28 TS FY =rqon = of,
fa% dea o adeamd, wandd,
IRIEAES S F S et |
ARGEN o TR | Wy @, A T dAR
A H B F 12 9 % uden aRomm ww
ff Rrar fFn s .



Page 13 of 26

Hindustan Times , ND 23/06/2012 P-1

IIT dissent spreads, 2
more favour own test

HARD LINE Now, Kharagpur, Bombay may dump Sibal plan

Charu Sudan Kasturl &
Vanita Srivastava

I} letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: Two more centres of
the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) may join its
Kanpur and Delhi branches in
holding their own admission
tests from next year, further
challenging HRD minister Kapil
Sibal’s plan for a common engi-
neering entrance exam,
Faculty members influential
in the senates of IIT-
and IIT-Bombay said they were
veering towards rejecting Sibal's
proposal — which is of using
board marks and an all-India
test to screen eandidates and
then making them appear for a
final exam conducted by the I'Ts.
NT-Kharagpur is holding its
emergency senate meeting next
week while IIT-Bombay’s senate
is scheduled to meet on July 5.
Sources'in ITT-Roorkee and
IIT-Guwahati said they were
waiting for Kharagpur and
Bombay to decide. “If IIT-

IT-KANPUR & DELHI

Against Sihal’s plan, have decided to

hold their own exam

TESTING TIME FOR SINGLE EXAM

THE DISPUTE
IIT faculty is against
the HRD ministry’s

HT-KHARAGPUR & BOMBAY

Likely ta follow Kanpur and Delhi

common engineer-
Ing entrance exam
formula based

IIT-GUWAHATY! & ROORKEE

Fence-sitters, waiting for Kharagpur .

and Bombay to decide

on a two-tier test
and glving weigh-
tage to board

' scores. They want

IT-MADRAS
Only centre to support Sibal's
one-test formula

Bombay and IIT-Kharagpur go
with Kanpur and Delhi, we may
well follow suit,” a senior IIT- ,
Roorkee faculty member said.

IIT-Madras was the only one
to have decided in its senate to
back Sibal’s plan.

The tussle between the HRD
ministry and [IT teachershasleft
hundreds of thousands of students,
who either completed school this
year or are in class 12, confused
about what to expect next year.

IIT teachers continue to
protest despite concessions made

"the existing exam ’
pattern to continue
in 2013

L3

by Sibal. “T am willing to talk to
the faculty at any time they want,”
he told HT earlier this week.
The Joint Admission Board,
which decides on admissions to
the IITs, is meeting on Saturday
while the ministry has called an
emergency meeting of the IIT
Couneil «~the highest decision-
making body of the IITs head-
ed by Sibal — on June 27. The
council meeting may prove to
be a last-ditch effort to evolve
cohsensus on the proposed
examination reforms.
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HRD Ministry convenes IIT Council |
meet on June 27 to resolve row

NEW DELHI, DHNS: Adayalter
[T Delhi decided to go the IT
Kanpur way and held a sepa-
rate entrance test for admis-
sion to its undergraduate

courses, the Human Rescurce

Development Ministry on Fri-
day called an emergency meet-
ing of the council of ITTs on
June 27 to end the current im-
passe.

“The uncertainty faced by
the students, following the res-
olutions of the senates of IIT
Kanpur and IIT Delhi, requires
tobe addressed. Consequently,
a special meeting of the TIT
Council is being convened on
June 27,” the HRD Ministry
said in a statement.

“The special meeting of the
council will discuss the fallout

of the move of the two ITTs, ad-
dress the issue of uncertainty
faced by the students and the

way ahead to end the logjam,”.

sources in the Ministry said,

According to sources, sen-
ates of IIT Bombay and IIT
Kanpur may toe the line of
their Delhi and Kanpur coun-
terparts.

A large section of faculty
members from these four in-
stitutions have been vocal in
their protest to the “one nation,
one examination” plan of the
government.

While IIT Bombay senate
will hold a crucial meeting on
the issue on July 2, faculty
members of [IT Kharagpur are
likely to ask their Director to

hold a senate meeting soon. IIT

Kharagpur Director Damodar
Acharya, whose tenure ends on
June 30, has so far backed the
IT Council.

The IIT Council, National In-
stitutes of Technology (NITs)
and Indian Institutes of Infor-
mation Technology (IIIT) have
unanimously decided to hold
the test in two parts, the JEE-
Main and the JEE-Advance. It
was decided that equal weigh-
tage will be given to marks
scored in the Class-XTII board
examination and score in the
main entrance, to screen can-
didates for the advance test.

Section of the faculty and
alumni opposing the proposed
test format have been contend-
ing that the class-XII board ex-
amination resutts should not
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be taken into consideration for
selection of candidates.

Clarifying the proposed test
format, HRD Minister Kapil
Sibal recently said the provi-
sion for weightage to perform-
ance in class-X1I board exami-
nation was not meant for
selection of candidates to the
IITs. The ranking of candidates
for admission to undergradu-
ate programmes in the IITs
would be based “entirely” on
the performance in JEE-Ad-
vance.

Joint Admission Board
(JAB) of the ITTs has been given
a “complete control” over pa-
per setting, evaluation and
preparation of merit list for the
JEE-Advance test, according
to the council’s decision.
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T Council Meets
on June 27 to Fix
Admission Row

Uncertainty faced by
the student requires-
tobeaddressed,
says HRD ministry

OURPOLITICAL BUREAU

NEW DELHI

In the aftermath of the senates
of twoIITs— Kanpur and Delhi
— rejecting the new common
entrance examination, the hu-
man resource development
ministryhas called foraspecial
meeting of the IIT Couneil on

" Wednesday.
“The uncertainty faced by the.
student community, conse-
““Yuent to the resolutions of the
IIT Kanpur and IIT Delhi, re-
quires to be addressed. Conse-
. quently, aspecial meetingofthe
IIT Council is being convened
. on Wednesday, June 27,” the
‘ministry said in a statement.
... Thequestion whether the new
testformat should be postponed
" for another year, till 2014, is
among the key issues that will
betaken upatthe meeting.

The II'T faculty and the alumni
have been opposing the “one na-
tion, one examination” system
tooth and nail. Apart from their
reservations on taking class XII
boardresults intoconsideration,
they have been demanding that
thenew system showld not be im-
plemented before 2014, The ITs
oppose thenew format, contend-
ingthatthe proposed format will
increase stress on students, in-
stead of decreasing if. They feel
students aspiring te join insti-
tutesotherthanthe IITs need not
sit for two tests — main and ad-
vance-—asproposed,

The argument is based on the
fact that students seeking ad-
mission to IITs begin their
preparations 2-3 years ahead of
the examination. Hence, stu-
dents planning to take the en-
trance exam in 2013 have been

. preparing with the older sys-
tem in mind, and making agd-
justments for the new system
will create unnecessary pres-
sure. The IIT Delhi senate in its
June 21 resolution said that it
would admit students “through
an examination which will be
oh a pattern similar to the one
used inlIT JEE 2012”.

At the May 28 meeting, mem-
bers of the IIT Council, which
comprises directors and chair-
person of the board of each of
thelITs, had rejected the ideaof

;. implementing the new system
from 2014, However, what re-

mains to be seen is how the

cotincil will respond to the idea
of postponing the implementa-
tion of the new system in light
of the developments and pro-
tests since May 28. Speaking to
ET, IIT Bombay chairperson
Anil Kakodkar said: “If you

TOUGH TASK: Kapil Sibal

consider the single examin- -
ation for all engineering insti-m=
tutions to be a right move, why
should we wait to implement it?
Ithinkitisagoodidea,” '
Kakodkar said a single test
servestwopurposes. “Itcreatesa
situation that will result in grea-
ter importance being given to™
school marks. The school marks
will now count somewhere. Ear-
lier, students just had to score a
certain threshold marks to ap-
pear for the IIT entrance test.
The other issue it addresses is
that of reducing the stress of
multipleentrance tests,” hesaid.

Another issue that is likely to

: be discussed is
— the powers of
Unfortunate  the IIT senate
thatthere and the council.
was tall of The IIT faculty
autonomy has argued that
belng inmattersof ad-
infringed mission, the

uvpon, when senate was su-
thatwas preme. This is
nowherethe an  argument
case:Anil that is contest-
Kakodkar ed, as the Insti-

tutes of Tech-
nology Act, 1961, clearly states
that the IT Council has the final

say in matters such as admis-
sion. The law, which details out
the functions of the senate,
doesn’t list setting admission
standards among them. Further,
since jurisdiction of the senate
is limited to the particular insti-
tute, asstated in Section 15of the
Act, and not the IIT system, only
the council can take the final de-
cision on an admission process
for all the IITs. Section 15 states
the “senate of an institute shall
have the control and generalreg-
ulation, and be responsible for
themaintenanceof standards, of
instruction, education and ex-
amination in the institute”.

Kakodkar felt that it was “un-
fortunate” that there wastalk of
autonomy being infringed up-
on, when that was nowhere the
case. He said that the council
would find a way “to take every-
onealong”.

Business Line ND 23-Jun-12
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Govt calls for
meeting with
IIT Council to
solve common
test issue

Our Bureau
New Delhi, June 22

The controversy surrounding
the proposed ‘one nation, one
test’ module for engineering
institutes has reached fever
pitch with the Government
calling for a special meeting
with the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Council to
discuss the issue.

At a meeting held on
Thursday, the IIT Delhi Sen-
ate followed the footsteps of
IIT Kanpur and rejected the
proposed admission proce-
dure for undergraduate
courses. ,

A release issued by the In-
stitute said, “For the year
2013, IIT Delhi shall admit
students to its undergraduate
programmes through an ex-
amination which will be on a
pattern similar to the one
used in IIT JEE 2012.”

The release added that the
Government’s decisions are
against the stated position of
the Senate of IIT Delhi and
impinge on its autonomy,
while they are academically
unsound and procedurally
untenable.

ADDRESS CONCERNS
Following this resolution,
which is also likely to be
adopted by IIT Bombay and
Kharagpur at their Senate
meetings, the Human Re-
source Development Minis-
try has decided to call a
special meeting with the IIT
Council on June 27 to look
into the concerns raised by
the premier institutes.

A release from the HRD
Ministry said, “The uncer-
tainty faced by the student

community, consequent to,

the resolutions of the senates
of IIT Kanpur and IIT Delhi,

-requires to be addressed.”

Last week, representatives

“of the seven IITs met the

Prime Minister, Dr Manmo-
han Singh, and called for his
intervention in the matter.

Speaking about the pro- -

posed change in admission
pracedure earlier, Prof K. Na~
rasimhan, President of the All
India IIT Faculty Federation,
and Faculty atlIT-Bombay,

said , “This is the right diag- -

nosis but the treatment is
wrong.”

He also said this module
would increase stress for as-
pirants since they would get
only one chance to make it
into .a good engineering
institute.

He added that this would
just help coaching institutes
who would cash-in on the
change to sell coaching class-
es for Class XII board exams
along with entrance examin-
ations, at higher rates.

aesha.datta

@thehindu.co.in

Indian Express Ahmedabad 22-06-2012 P-12

HRD plans
new move to
win over liTs

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEW DELHILJUNE 21

VEN as Union
HRD minister
Kapil Sibal on
esday

Council deci a
new JEE format with
weightage on  school
board scores, sources
said that an olive branch
had been informally ex-
tended to all ITT senates
and faculty federations
suggesting that their de-
mands may be agreed
upon.

It is learnt that a new
formula has been pro-
posed wherein the top 20
percentile holders in
Class XII boards would
be cligible to take the
JEE Advanced for ad-
mission to ITTs.

IIT senates have been
insistent that school
board scores be only used
as a cut-off for determin-
ing eligibility for an IIT
test.

An urgent meeting of
the 1IT Joint Admission
Board has been called on
Saturday at IIT-Delhi to
find a compromise for-
mula to resolve the
stand-off between IITs
and the ministry on the
issue.

While the ministry is
directly  not holding
discussions with IIT fac-
ulty, ‘feelers” have been
sent out through direc-
tors of all IITs, sources
said.

Meanwhile, faculty fo-
rums of IIT-Bombay, IIT-
Kanpur, IIT-Kharagpur
and IIT-Delhi have be-
gun meeting to deliber-
ate on the compromise
offer. Directors of vari-
ous IITs are discussing
the proposal with faculty
to broker peace.

Sources within IIT
senates confirmed that
feelers had been sent out
to them, but at the same
time said that they were
not particularly enthused
as no written formula has
come from the ministry
so far.

“There is no written
proposal from the min-
istry, the directors or the
JAB. We have been told
that the ministry is will-
ing to agree to all our de-
mands, including the
class XII board scores
weightage issue. How-
ever, the ministry is at
the same time making
statements that it will not
roll back the IIT Council
decision.

“The ministry is talk-
ing in multiple vo! S0
we are not very excited
by this turnaround. The
top 20 percentile formula
is  definitely welcome,
but we would prefer to
deliberate on cut-off is-
sue after studying the
JEE scores,” said a fac-
ulty member at ITT-Kan-
pur.

Senate members of
other IITs said they
would be willing to go
forward with the new
exam pattern in 2013
with the 20 percentile
formula, provided the
ministry issues a clear
statement with details of
syllabus, structure and
percentile aspects. They
point out that the new
formula would require
tweaking of the proposed
admission format for
other Centrally-funded
technical institutes such
as the NITs.

The ministry has writ-
ten to IIT-Delhi, which is
currently handling the
JAB position to call a
meeting and define the
“pature, modalities and
timing” of the JEE Ad-
vanced exam.
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Sibal calls meeting
~ of lIT Council

T Joint Admission Board to meet in Delhi today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 22

ITH [IIT-Delhi
\ " / also rejecting the
proposed com-

mon entrance examination
for all engineering colleges,
and amidst apprehensions
that more II'Ts may follow
suit, Union HRD Minister
Kapil Sibal has called a
meeting of the IIT Council
next week to address the
concerns being raised.
“The uncertainty faced
by the student community,
consequent to the resolu-
tions of the senates of INT-
Kanpur and IIT-Delhi, re-
quires to be addressed.
Consequently, a special
meeting of the IIT Council
is being convened on June

KAPIL SIBAL

27,” a statement from the
HRD Ministry said.

The IIT Council, which
has directors of all the 16
II'Ts as members, is the
highest decision making
body related to the ITTS and
is chaired by the HRD Min-
ister.

Ahead of the IIT Coun-

cil, the IIT Joint Admission !
Board is meeting in Delhi on

Saturday to deliberate on-
the same issue. !

The government has'
proposed to replace the!
multiple entrance examina-
tions for different engineer-
ing colleges with a single
exam that will act as the
qualifying test for the 1I'Ts,
NITs and all the other engi-
neering colleges. The new
format will also give weigh-
tage to the marks obtained .
by students in the Class XII
board exams.

IIT-Kanpur was the
first one to reject the pro-
posal and said it would
conduct a separate en-
trance examination for it-
self. IIT-Delhi has now
joined ranks.
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Stung Sibal reaches out to II'TS

HRD Minister
calls for special

council meet
PNS m NEW DELH!

Stung by the decision of the
senates of two prestigious
IITs to conduct separate entrance
test, HRD Minister Kapil Stbal
has called for a special meeting
of the IIT Council next week.
The IIT Council is the highest
decision-making body headed
by HRD Minister and includes
Directors of all 16 IITs.

On the other hand, the

Directors of all IITs have also -

called for an urgent meet on the
controversial issue on Saturday.
The meeting of IIT Directors
assumes significance as it will
precede the special meeting of
the IIT Council on June 27,
While a Council of Board
for Secondary Education
(COBSE) meeting on June 28

would also discuss the contro-
versy over the entrance test for-
mat, June 30 is the last date for
States/UTs to respond. At the
same time, the UGC has called
all the deemed to be universi-
ties on Monday to discuss and
adopt the HRD proposal of one
nation one test for entry to their

I1T-Kharagpur may follow the
decisions taken by the Senates
of Delhi and Kanpur to con-
duct JEE on their own.

HRD Ministry sources say
that the uncertainty faced by
the students consequent to the
decision of the Delhi and
Kanpur IITs has forced the

THE MEETING WILL DISCUSSTHE [ ==,

ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF UNCERTAINTY
FACED BY THE STUDENTS AND THE

FALLOUT OF THE MOVE OF TWO IS, F, oy
WAY AHEAD TO END THE LOGIAM.  © e ™

institutes offering engineering
courses.

The meeting called by Sibal
is to address the situation
before the Senates of other
IITs, including Bombay and
Kharagpur meet to give the
thumbs down to his proposal
of Single Entrance Test for
engineering institutes including
HTs. There are encugh indica-
tions that IIT-Bombay and

;N
' B

X s

3
Ministry to review the situa-
tion. “The special meeting will
discuss the fallout of the move
of the two IITs, address the
issue of uncertainty faced by
the students and the way ahead
to end the logjam," official
sources claimed.

The IIT Council will dis-
cuss the situation created by the
divisions among the elite edu-
cational institutions by the

Government proposal and the
future course of action to end
uncertainty among the stu-
dent community, sources said.

On Saturday, the IIT Joint
Admission Board {JAB), com-
prising IIT Directors, will dis-
cuss the implications of the
Government’s May 28
announcement. Sibal had
announced that aspiring can-
didates for IITs and other cen-
tral institutes like NITs and
IIITs would have to appear for
a common entrance test from
2013 under a new format,
which would take Class XII
results into consideration.

The Board is also expect-
ed to deliberate on the sim-
mering discontent among the
faculty of the IITs over the
Government’s move, sources
said. There have been wide-
sgread resentment from across
the IITs, faculty members,
Senates, students and alumni
association forcing Prime
Minister Manmchan Singh to
assure ITTs’ autonomy.
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II'T council meet

to clear confusion

T S

By Ritlka Chopra in New Delhl

THE rebellion of the IITs has
forced the HRD ministry to
-call a special meeting of the
IIT council on June 27.

In a statement issued to the
media on Friday, the ministry
said the meeting has been con-
vened to address the uncer-
tainty faced by the students
because of the recent resolu-
tions of the senates of IIT Delhi
and IIT Kanpur. Both senates
have rejected the new format of
the Joint Entrance Examination
and have decided to conduct
separate entrance tests to admit
students in 2013.

IIT Delhi, in fact, went a step fur-
ther by announcing that it would
reach out to 1ts counterparts and
coordinate the separate entrance
exam with them. The ministry’s
move ¢omes in the wake of indica-
tions that senates of IIT Bombay
and Kharagpur may also follow suit.
The Bombay senate will probably
meet in the first week of July.

The ministry’s decision to call the
council’s meeting has, in a way,
come as a dampener for the Joint
Admission Board (JAB) meeting
scheduled for Saturday. The JAB,
consisting of all IIT directors, JEE
chairmen and few ministry officials,
was supposed to discuss the modal-
ities of the JEE advance test under
the new format.

HRD ministry forced to
call meeting on June 27

“But now that the IIT council is
going to meet on Wednesday to dis-
cuss this issue agaln, there are
chances that some sort of compro-
mise could be evolved. In such a
scenario, I doubt if the JAB meet-
ing will yield anything significant on
Saturday,” an IIT director said.

HRD minster Kapil Sibal has also
indicated that he’s willing to listen if
the IIT council has a better formula
to suggest as long as it strengthens
the school system and allows rural
children to compete for the IITs.

The government had on May 28
announced the new test from 2013,
under which aspiring candidates for
IITs and other central institutes like
NITs and IIITs will have to sit under
a new format of commeon entrance
test which will also take plus two
board results into consideration,

The IITs oppose the new format
contending that the proposed test
will increase students’ stress
instead of decreasing it. They feel
students aspiring to join institutes
other than the IITs need not sit for
two tests — main and advance —
as proposed.

P6

IIT Delhd have rejected the proposal
(NG for a combined entrance exant.

: IThree arguments of the IIT faculty and responsesfrom
Bt T hwo members of the T councily

The councll The directorsof all  : There were 2 pan-

announced : the llTsare ex-offi- @ els{Acharya &
the new format of : clo members ofthe : Ramasami), talks
the entrance test i council. It's reason- : within councll and
without the : able to assume that : senate’s views

proper completion ; theyreflect the ¢ were sought. Fac-

ofthe consultation : vlews of their fac- : ulty too supported

process ’ ¢ ulty andstudents  : theMay 12 decislon
Any big change } It'snctaquestion i Studentswho took

should only be
introduced In 2014

of 2013 or 2014. One
has to ensure the

: boards thls year &
: are preparing for

or later as it will system Is prepared : JEE are not disad-
adversely affect to conduct the : vantaged as they
students preparing : entrance examon™ : canimprove board
for JEE next year suchalargescale ; marksnextyear -

There Is no fair

method of nor-
malising Board
marks and so it
should only be
used as a cut-off -
criterion

You can't dlsmiss
Board marks. One
should not forget

1 gets admission in IiTs

i 15, after all, a prod-
1 uctof Board exams -

Goverdhan Mehta is ¢ reénowned seientist, chaimum of the Board

i Inthe new format
: Board marks do
! not play a direct
that every child who :
: for screening. So
: Inwayltisstill -

role. It’s only used

: remains a cut-off

- Anil |
Kakodkar

-

of governors of IIT Jodhpur and member of IIT council.
Anil Kakodkar {s a renowned nuclear scientist, chairman of the
Board of governors of IIT Bombay and member of IT council.
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IIT revolt:

Apim TANDON/TNS

New DELHI, JUNE 22
Under pressure to resolve the
ongoing crisis over the future
of pngmeermg entrance
exams in the t:ountry rext
-year,. the. Hurtan Resource
Development Ministry has
called a special meeting of
the IIT Council on June 27.
The move to convene this
meet comes in the wake of
unprecedented developments
wherein the Senates (faculty
bodies) of IIT Delhi and
Kanpur rejected the IIT
Council’s May 28 decision to
hold a common engineering
entrance exam in 2013, with
weightage in admissions for
school leaving exam marks
and scores in JEE Main and
Advanced,

TRIBUNE ND 23/06/2012
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Govt calls meeting to resolve row”

With IIT Delhi and Kan-
pur deciding to hold their
own tests for admissions,

. thewgewernment .is under

pressure to clear the air on
Weestatus of:engin

CET ROW

EITENEE tegts et yeir e §M '

B Cest thelapiptinbh i d

sions of students, who say
they don’t know what they
need to prepare for.

Accordingly, the ministry
said in a statement today,
“The uncertainty faced by
the student community, con-
sequent to the resolutions of
the Senates*of IIT Kanpur
and IIT Delhi, requires to be
addressed. Consequently, a
special meeting of the IIT
Council is being convened
on June 27.”

The special meeting is
expected to take a call on

May agree to advance
CET beyond 2013 or
~hold it minus [ITs

whether the CET is to be
held next year or if the ‘one
nation-one exam’ proposal
mooted by HRD Minister
Kapil Sibal and cleared by
the IIT Council on May 28
needs to be advanced
beyond 2013 in the larger
interest of students.

Sibal is also under pressure
to take a firm decision in the

} | es-and-decisions.

matter after Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh assured
agitating representatives of

+ theAlkindia IIT Faculty-Fed-

eration of the protection of
' ITE »Academic autonomy, i
terms of admigsjon procéss.
I anip

Ministry sources said stu-
dents were the top priority of
the government and their
interests paramount. That
being the case, the Council
may agree to advance CET
beyond 2013 and allow JEE
and AIEEE to be conducted
for admission to IITs and
NITs etc, It may also agree to
hold CET minus the ITTs or
at least formally decide to
exempt the ITTs from the sys-
tem and allow them time
until 2015 to join the all India
CET process.



TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The ambitious
plan to introduce a single en-
trance test for centrally fund-
ed engineering instifutes, in-
cluding NITs and HITs, was
expecied o reduce the stress
on students and make the ex-
am more inclusive by incor-
porating the board exam but
ended upraisingastormover
the alleged erosion of Ty
autonony.

Rejecting the H'T Council
decision fora CET as “attack
ontheautonomyof the IFTs”,
the IFT Delhi Senate said it
would “conduct its own en-
trance examination in coor-

Times Of India Chennai 22-06-2012 P-11

‘CET an attack on II'Ts’ autonomy’

Times View

ITs is seriousty hurting the interests of the students, whom

T he ciash of will between the education minister and various

hoth sides of the argument claim to be acting for. Whether
the new examination system proposed by Sibal makes sense or
notis atthis point a secondary issue. Whatis importantisto
recogmize thatthe uncertainty over what wilt finally happenisa
matter of grave concern for aspirantsto India’s premier
engineering institutes. The pressure of competitive exams is
severe enough without this element of uncertainty being addedto
it. The minister and the directors of various l1Ts shouid agree to
zhy changes be put on hold for the time being. if and when they are

_-abletoagree onwhatchanges, ifany, are needed, they can make
them having given applicants sufficient time to adjust.

dination with other H'Ts,
possible”,

Speaking after the meet
ing, AllIndiallT Faculty Fed-

eration secretary Prof A K
Mittal sald, “A unanimous
decision was taken to reject
the II'T Council decision of
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conducting a single entrance
test IIT Dethiwill conductiis
ownexam.”

A Senate member said,
“The proposed (common)
test is academically unsound
and procedurally imtena-
ble.,” He said the other HTs
have been asked {o reject the
new system and side with H'T
DebhiandIIT Kanpur

A resolution passed at the
end of the meeting said the
senate had decided that the
next vear's test will be on the
lines of JEE 2012, “For 2014
and bevond, the senate will
setupacommitteewhichwill
review and propose changes
tothe senate,” itsaid.
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HT, Indore

II'T=] to decide later

on entrance pattern

HT Correspondent
m editorbhopal@hindustantimes.com

INDORE: A day after Indian Institute
of Technology (II'T) Delhi rejected
the new entrance exam format
announced by Human Resource
Development Minister Kapil Sibal

on May 28, Indian Institute of

Technologx Indore was maintain-
ing a wait and watch policy:

It is to be believed that IIT
Indore will go with majority and
will decide their stance only after
II'T Bombay and II'T Kharagpur
opened their cards, one of the
senior faculty members at the
IIT Indore informed. When
approached, II'T Indore regis-
trar, G Rajashekhar refused to
comment on the issue.

Earlier on Thursday; II'T Delhi
rejected the entrance exam
format announced by Human
Resource Development minister
Kapil Sibal on May 28 and said

IT IS BELIEVED THAT

IT INDORE WILL DECIDE
THEIR STANCE ONLY
AFTER IIT BOMBAY

AND IIT KHARAGPUR

—

it would hold its own entrance
exam, much like II'T Kanpur, a
worried HRD minister has called
aspecial II'T Council meeting on
June 27 to address the concerns
of students.

Sources at IT'T Indore believed
that institute administration don't
want to hurt the HRD ministry;
since they were close to HRD
minister Kapil Sibal and that is
why would stick to wait and watch
policy.

Sources said there are indica-
tions that II'T Bombay and II'T
Kharagpur may follow their Delhi
and Kanpur counterparts.
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Gates or barriers?

College entrance exams should test for potential, not achievement, or
it risks dividing society further, says Shubhashis Gangopadhyay

on indoor air pollution resulting from fuel use in
India. In our findings, indoor air pollution was
caused to a large extent by the use of firewood for cook-
ingand, to alesser extent, by kerosene in rural areas. In
our team there was a young Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) student who helped us in collecting
scientific material on the heat efficiency and emis-
sions of firewood, kerosene and gas {LPG). Our basic
questions were: (a) Do people know how these effi-
ciencies and emission rates stack up? (b) Why s it that
they are choosing fuels in a way that affects their health
due to pollution within the house? (c) How much of this
distorted choice was because of misplaced policies?
However, I am not golng to comment on our work,
but on the young ITT student who helped us with the
study as our research assistant (RA). He was simply bril-
liant. He had done little or no economics and, hence,
spent time first understanding the methodology we
were using. Second, he knew exactly what the steps in
the argument were and took the initiative to stay one
step ahead of what we were asking of him. Third, he col-
lected a very relevant set of research papers and docu-
ments that helped us understand better the scientific
principles and methodology behind the technical cal-
culations that we used in the study. I have seldom been
s0impressed with someone who came to me during his
vacation simply because he was interested in what we
were trying to do. [ wrote a very strong recommenda-
tion letter for him and he went away for highet studies
to one of the best universities in the US.
... . Why am I writing about him today? I am remind-

S ome time ago my colleagues and I were working

ed of him because of what I see in the papers regard-
ing admission tests for the IITs and “cut-offs” in
Delhi University. Are we doing enough in our high-
er education admission systems to ensure that stu-
dents from small towns can make it big? Are we
ensuring that we take in those with the highest
petential? Or, are we simply ensuring that students
with parental resources to pay for coaching centres
and access to costly schools in big cities are being
tewarded with a shot at higher education? Thisis a
pertinent question in India since we have a peculiar
asymmetry in our education system. While the gov-
ernment has failed miserably in providing good
schools - most will want to send their wards to pri-
vate schools - institutions like the IITs are world-
beaters and highly subsidised by the government.
What this tends to do is widen the gap between the
rich and the poor; children growing up in bigger
towns and in wealthier families have greater access
to the better training in costlier schools which, in
turn, enable them to have better access to the high-
ly subsidised institutions of higher learning. Since
higher education reaps higher returns, this system
strengthens the divide between the rich and the poor.
Our RAwas a small-town lad and not from a well-off
family. He and his family had struggled very hard so
that he could get a good education. Will he find it eas-
ier to join the TITs today than when he did?

For me, government-funded higher education has
to admit the very best. This is not because I am an elit-
Ist but because I think that when we are using public
money (which includes the taxes paid by the poorest

of the poor) we better come up with solutions that
yield the highest returns, The question to ask of our
admission system, therefore, is whether we are taking
in those who have the highest potential. The reason
for harping on the word “potential” rather than on
“achievement” is that the latter depends on many
more things than simply potential. And the impact of
good training on high potential is many times more
than the same good training on low potential.
Unfortunately, achievement in school-leaving exam-
inations is a very imprecise estimate of the potential
to do well in higher education.

Think of a poor child in a village school studying
science. Her physics and chemistry laboratories are
no match for the ones in a costly private school in
Delhi. Her teachers are usually absent. Given that
nobody from her school has ever been admitted to any
of the IITs, she has ne pointers from any of her seniors.
Of course, if she is someone like Ramanujan, she may
“achieve” in spite of this, However, if she is a notch
behind him, she may be lost to society forever. Are we
doing enough to bring such students into higher edu-
cation? T am afraid that the current debate between
the higher education minister and the directors of the
IITs is not addressing this issue.

Take, forinstance, the proposed compromise of an
80 per cent cut-off to be able to sit for the IT entrance
examination. Is Maya, who obtained an average of 79
percent in a village school, worse than Dilip, who got
81 per cent in a Delhi school? The former will never
enter any IIT while the latter will, at least, have a shot
atit. Of course, life is not fair, but there is no reason for
brilliant people not to put their heads together to try
and make it fairer. Therefore, when we say that Mayas
entry into an IIT at the expense of Dilip will dilute the
average quality of an IFT student, we should have a
better argument than simply pointing to their per-
formance at the school-leaving examination.

The writer Is research director at India Development
Foundation and director of the School of Humanities and
Soctal Sciences at Shiv NadarZniversity AN 4



